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." .,,,., r;~muiinc c i apbo~rc icd  iarm dwelling = i t s  ;-iacidi; .  i n  iiie r o l l i n g  n i l l s  
, i Gdochi,~od County o v c r l o o k ~  : the broad :la: Lotto;? iands or' cric upper 
' I S  i v r  Surrounded by <.,,,en f ic Ids  and woodlands, s o l l i n g  r l a l l ' s  
s e c t u i g  il i l i i  changed l i t t l e  s i n c e  thc  days of i t s  b u i i d c r .  

'Y:ie .tppearance of the house,  however, has  cvolved over  the .,,cars t o  i t s  
' ;~rcsrnC s t a t e .  AS o r i g i n a l l y  cons t ruc ted  f o r  William Boi; . , .g, tile house 

was a two-story S t r u c t u r c  wi th  a s i d e  h a l l  p lan .  I ts  o u t s i d e  dimensions 
were 34 oy 2 2  f e e t ,  Uy 1803 i t  had acqu i red  a n  18 by 18 f o o t  one-s tory  
wing on che e a s t  end. An 1815 insurance  p o l i c y  of the  Mutual Assurance ' Socie ty  of Richmond shows t h a t  by then t h e  house had rece ived  a two-story 1 . . .  a ~ ~ d l t l o n  on, i ts  w e s t  s i d e ,  caus ing  the  main p a r t  of t h e  house t o  appear  

1 zlcios t synime t r i c a l .  Thc house was extensively remodeled sometime between 
1 1845 and 1861 by Mary Uoll ing and iier husband Richard Skipwith. During 
I i l ~ e  remodeling the  s t a i r  was removcd from t h e  h a l l  and placed i n  a new 

I 3 r o j r c t i n g  tower nea r  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  h o u s e ' s  n o r t h  s i d e .  X one-s tory  
I wing was pu t  on t h e  end ,  and the  e a s t  wing w a s  r a i s e d  t o  two f u l l  s t o r i e  
1 A conserva tory  was a l s o  added t o  the  end of t h e  e a s t  wing. The p i t c h  of 
' the  roof was lowered and t h e  c o r n i c e  was changed. 
! 

In  1947 Bo l l ing  H a l l  was purchased by M r .  and Mrs. Dwight A. X l e s  who wl 

found t h e  house i n  poor r e p a i r  ixd  be ing  used a s  a barn. The F i l e s  -I 
c a r e f u i l y  renovated t h e  house a;ld r ep laced  t h e  tower w i t h  a two-story 
?or& wi th  enc losed  upper l e v e l .  They a l s o  b u i l t  a new s t a i r  i n  
h a l l ,  removed t h e  conserva tory ,  and p u t  a one - s to ry  wing i n  its place .  

C 

Despite  t h e  many changes t h a t  have taken p l a c e  i n  t h e  house,  it r e t a i n s  .. . C) 

much of i t s  e a r l y  s a s h ,  e a r l y ' b e a d e d  clapboards,"and"sactions of. t h e  
o r i g i n a l  Flemish bond foundat ion.  . . 

~. . , .  , .  . , 

! 

1 A s  l a t e  a s  1879 Bo l l ing  Ha l l  had r e t a i n e d  i ts e a r l y  b r i c k  kicchen,  b r i c k  
: smokehouse, and a number of s l a v e  cab ins .  ALL .of tliiser oar ly . .outbui ld ings  
1 have d isappeared ,  however. On a h i l l  i m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  southwest of 

t h e  house i s  t h e  o l d  walled Bo l l ing  graveyard .  

I 

3 i e  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  of Bo l l ing  Ha l l  i s  q u i t e  f i n e  b u t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  da t e .  
;iie main room i n  the  o l d e s t  s z r t ion  o f '  t h e  house i s  handsomely o u t f i t t e d  
wi th  a paneled end w a l l ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of a chimney p i e c e  w i t h  molded s h e l f  
and a r c h i t r a v e  surround.  The chimney p i e c e  1s. f lanked by f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  
and r a i s e d  paneled doors .  A t  t h e  top  of t h e  w a l l  i s  a wall-of-Troy 
co rn ice  which sur rounds  t h e  e n t i r e  room. The room above the  main room ' 
a l s o  has a paneled end w a l l ,  bu t  i t  i s  t r e a t e d  i n  a more s imple fash ion .  
aecause t h e  end w a l l s  i n  t h e  c i r c a  1815 a d d i t i o n  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  
i n  s t y l e  t o  those  i n  the  e a r l i e r  s e c t i o n  i t  is open t o  s p e c u l a t i o n  i f  
aL1 the  pane l ing  d a t e s  from t h e  same pe r iod ,  o r  i f  t h a t  in  t h e  a d d i t i o n  
was copied from t h e  t r i m  in  t h e  e a r l i e r  s e c t i o n .  In  e i t h e r  case ,  a l l  of 
the panel ing  is  i n  t h e  s t y l e  of  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r a t h e r  than  t h e  
n ine teen th .  
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! P E R I O D  ( C l l e c k  One or More s a  ApproprlnloJ 

i - I  Pvo-Coiurnbion: ,J 16th Conlury ,';< 18th Cmn?ury - 
iL, 20th C.otury 

i ~ ! 1.1 15rh Ccnlvry i.2 17th Century X i  19th Century . 
I 

: I P C C I F I C  D A T E 1 5 1  t l l  Anoi lcable  n n r l K n n W r l l  I 

I ...., 0 .  ,,,,,,,,,,,, (Chock on0 or More 0s Approprloro) 
4 .. . 

I Abor igtn.1 E i  ~ d u c ~ , ~ ~ .  
I . . C Pol,,ic.l a Pr.his,o.ic . .. .. 

E"Q~...,,"~ 
, a R e ! ~ ~ ~ o ~ / P h i .  

i ' 0 Histdrlc ~ . . Industry  ' - - . . . .  . Iosophy 

1 [I Agriculture .. . -  . . a 0 l.;.'"tio" science 
I 2'3 Arch i tsc t~ re  Landscope ;? Sculpfure 

i 0 A r t  Architecture Socool/Human. 
3 commerc. ~ i t ~ . . t ~ . .  

i,ori.,n 

I ;7 Communications Mi! i tory  C Theater 
0 Con,srr.,ti~n . Mvaic 0 T r o n s p o r l ~ ~ i ~ ~  

S T A T E M E N T  O F  5 1 C N 1 F I C A N C E  

The i lol l ing Hall lands  were f i r s t  acqui red  i n 1 7 1 4  by John Bol l ing , .Sr . ,  
son of the  immigrant Robert Boll ing,  and a  grandson of  Jane Rolfe;  
daughter  of Pocohontas. John Bol l ing  S r . ' s  grandson William i n h e r i t e d  t h e  1 
land i n  1757, and i t  was he  who b u i l t , t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  p resen t  
house around t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  6f the e igh teen th  cen tu ry .  William Bol l ing  i 

i married h i s  f i r s t  cous in ,  Mary Randolph, daughter  of  Richard Randolph of ! 
Curles .  Two of t h e  c h i l d r e n  of t h i s  union: William A l b e r t  (born 1797) 1 
anu Nary (born 1809),  were born d e a f .  Congenital  dea fness  has appeared i n  

8 the  Doll ing family be fo re ,  more p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of  William 
Dol l ing ' s  uncle  Thomas Bol l ing  of Cobbs i n  C h e s t e r f i e l d  County who had h i s  
c h i l d r e n  educated i n  Edinburgh under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  Thomas Briarwood, a  
noted p ioneer  educator  of t h e  deaf .  Since William Bol l ing  was unwi l l ing  t o  
send h i s  c h i l d r e n  abroad,  he was pleased t o  l e a r n  i n  1812 t h a t  John 
Brianuood, grandson of t h e  famous teacher ,  announced h i s  i n t e n t i o n s  of I 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  school  f o r  t h e  deaf i n  Ph i l ade lph ia .  The school  f a i l e d  t o  I 

j develop , s o  Boiling, brought,  Br i ayood ,  t o  Bo l l ing  Hall where briar wood^ 
taught  n o t  only  ~ o l l i n g ' s  deaf c h i l d r e n  bu t  h i s  h e a r i n g  c h i l d r e n  es we l l .  1 Briamood proved t o  be  such a g i f t e d  teacher  t h a t  p a r e n t s  of o t h e r  deaf 

1 c h i l d r e n  requested t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  be allowed t o  come t o  Bol l ing  Hall  
I and l e a r n  under him. Bol l ing  was unwi l l ing  t o  t u r n  B o l l i n s  I i a l l  i n t o  an 

i n s t i t u t i o n ,  but  consented t o  conver t  the  o ld  house it Cobbs, which-he ! 

i i n h e r i t e d  from h i s  mother,  i n t o  a formal scnool .  Cobbs then became the  
i f i r s t  school  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n o f  t h e  deaf i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  ! 

I 
Bol l ing  Ha l l  i s  thus  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  e a r l y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  deaf 
educat ion  i n  t h i s  county. I t  i s  a l s o  the  e a r l i e s t  remaining house connected/ 
wi th  t h i s  important  e a r l y  Vi rg in i a  family s i n c e  Cobbs was destroyed by f i r e  i 
i n  1829. Bo l l ing  Ha l l  f u r t h e r  su rv ives  a s  one of t h e  few remaining 
c o l o n i a l  p l a n t a t i o n  houses of  t h e  upper James r eg ion ;  one t h a t  r e t a i n s  

i 
much of i t s  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  unspoi led  r u r a l  s e t t i n g .  



"Maryland Was a t  One Time Considered i n  Connection with the  Location of i 
I the  F i r s t  School f o r  the  Deaf i n  the  United S t a t e s , "  Maryland B u l l e t i n ,  

Freder ick ,  Nd., Vol. LXI ,  No. 3 ,  (December 1940). 
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A s  the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 
I hereby certify that this  property i s  included in  the 

Net ions l  Reg& ter. 
89-665). I hereby nomtnale th is  property for inclusion 

in  the National Register and certify that it has  been 
evaluated nccordlng to the criteria and s e t  

level  of s igni f icance  of this nomination i s :  
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Date  1 6  /7/ I 
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